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New delhi: The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Thursday
raided three residences of business-
man and youth Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader Vinay Mishra and
businessmen Amit Singh and Niraj
Singh, who are siblings, in connec-
tion with the ongoing investigation
into the coal smuggling case. None of
the suspects were home during the
raids. Notices were served, asking
Mishra and the others to appear for
questioning at the CBI office in
Kolkata on January 4.

It is alleged that illegally mined
coal, worth several thousand crores
of rupees, have been sold in the black
market over several years by a racket
operating in the western parts of West
Bengal where the Eastern Coalfields
Limited operates several mines. In
early December, the CBI also raided

the home and office of Ganesh
Bagaria, a Kolkata-based chartered
accountant. Ever since the probe
started in September, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has been alleging
that the money from the sales was
whitewashed through shell compa-
nies and siphoned into the funds of
the ruling party. The BJP has also
alleged that the main beneficiary is
Abhishek Banerjee, Lok Sabha
member and nephew of chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee.

Abhishek Banerjee is also the
president of the TMC’s youth wing.
On July 20, he appointed 15 general
secretaries, including Mishra.
Accompanied by Central police force
personnel, the CBI teams on
Thursday simultaneously raided
three apartments Mishra owns at
Chetla and Rashbehari in south
Kolkata and Lake Town in east
Kolkata. Mishra’s south Kolkata res-
idences are located not far from the
homes of Mamata and Abhishek
Banerjee.

CBI officials refused to comment
on the outcome of the raids and
progress in the probe. An official said
on condition of anonymity that sever-
al laptops, which were password pro-
tected, and documents were seized
from Mishra’s residences. Anup
Majhi alias Lala, the prime suspect in

this case, is absconding and a lookout
notice has already been issued by the
probe agency. In November, the CBI
raided 36 offices allegedly run by
Majhi and also conducted a probe at
the ECL headquarters in Asansol.
The CBI teams on Thursday also
raided the residences of Amit Singh
and Niraj Singh at Konnagar in
Hooghly district. Mishra and the
Singh siblings are also under a cloud
over allegations of their possible
involvement in the smuggling of
cows to Bangladesh that the CBI is
probing since 2018. Two Border
Security Force (BSF) commandants
have so far been arrested in this case
and several more are under scanner
alongside officials in the state police
and the Customs. The BJP leadership
took jabs at the TMC after
Thursday’s raids.
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Rajasthan’s Jhalawar town
have imposed a curfew in a
one-km radius after it was
confirmed that 50 crows had
died of bird flu recently.
Meanwhile, death of crows
has also been reported from
Jodhpur. Jhalawar District
Collector Ngikya Gohain
has also instructed the
Commissioner, Jhalawar
Municipal Council to sani-
tise the affected area and
close poultry and eggs shops
there after the curfew was
imposed Wednesday
evening.

After the death of over 50
crows in the Radi ke balaji
temple in Jhalawar town on
December 25, a joint team of
wildlife department and ani-

mal husbandry department
had inspected the area and
sent samples to the National
High Security Animal
Disease Laboratory
(NHSADL) in Anand Nagar,

Bhopal for testing. “Avian
influenza (Bird flu) has been
found to be the cause of the
death of the crows,” District
Collector, Jhalawar, Ngikya
Gohain said. 

Locality in Rajasthan’s Jhalawar town
under curfew after crows die of bird flu

Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria at the launch of the IAF e-Governance
(e-office) portal at Air HQ, in New Delhi. The project is a paradigm shift in
office management and will transition to a 'paperless office' work flow
within the entire Indian Air Force.

A young woman with painted hands poses for a photograph on the eve of
New Year 2021, in Amritsar.

A rescue helicopter files near the site of a landslide in Ask, northeast of Oslo.
A landslide smashed into a residential area near the Norwegian capital

Wednesday.

New delhi: Union railways
minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday launched the
revamped version of the e-
ticketing website of the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC). The new website
claims to have complete
user personalization linked
to the user login, such as the
booking of meals, retiring
rooms and hotels too have
been integrated and can be
directly booked along with
the tickets. The railway min-
istry pegged it as railways’
“New Year gift to passen-
gers”. “The Railways is
committed to serving the
nation, and constantly work-
ing to augment its services
to further improve the rail
travel experience. This
upgraded e-ticketing plat-
form for booking of online
railway tickets, will enhance
p a s s e n g e r
c o n v e n i e n c e . . . I R C T C
should continue to work
towards constantly improv-
ing the website and ensure
that it is second to none in
the world as per the Digital
India mission and vision of
the Prime Minister,” Goyal

said. Predictive entry sug-
gestions using Artificial
Intelligence will be given to
the passenger when he is
entering the station. This
will greatly reduce the has-
sle in searching for plat-
forms and also save time in
ticket booking, the railway
ministry said. The website
will also have simpler
checking of the refund sta-
tus on the user accounts
page. Earlier this feature
was not easily accessible,
the ministry said. ‘Regular’
or ‘Favourite’ journeys can
be booked easily by auto-
matically entering relevant
details. Train search selec-
tion has also been simplified
by putting the information
on one page to reduce the
time used by passengers and
enhancing the booking
experience, the ministry
said. “The level of these fea-
tures will be even more
advanced than the ones
offered currently by the
other ticketing websites. In
most websites, the station
search entry is still alphabet-
ical, availability status is
either not there or old in
time.

Railways launch upgraded
IRCTC website, call it a

‘New Year gift’ for travellers
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A press note issued
by the Chhattisgarh

government said
that PM Modi

assured the CM of
taking appropriate

action in this
regard

New delhi: Chhattisgarh
chief minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday spoke
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over phone
and informed him about
the delay in permission for
paddy procurement in the
Kharif marketing year
2020-21. A press note
issued by the Chhattisgarh
government said that PM
Modi assured the CM of
taking appropriate action
in this regard. On
Wednesday, in a letter to
PM Modi, CM Baghel had
said the Centre had given
‘in-principle approval’ for
depositing 60 lakh metric
tonnes of rice in the central
pool after the custom
milling of paddy procured

from the farmers of the
state in the Kharif market-
ing season. “Following the
approval, the state govern-
ment started purchasing
paddy on minimum sup-
port price (MSP) from
December 1 and till now,
about 47 lakh tonnes of
paddy has been procured
from 12 lakh farmers. But
necessary permission for
delivery of rice after cus-
tom milling of the pur-
chased paddy to the FCI

for the central pool is still
awaited from the Centre’s
Food and Public
Distribution Department,”
the letter stated.

Baghel said that this
delay in the process of lift-
ing rice by the FCI affect-
ed paddy procurement
drive. “A huge stock of
rice has been piled up at
procurement centres due to
non-lifting of rice for the
central pool. Delay in
timely disposal of paddy,

might lead to damage to
the produce,” Baghel said.
He further said that the
Centre has agreed to pro-
vide only 1.45 lakh new
jute gunny bags to the state
against the demand of 3.50
lakh jute gunny bags and
so far only 1.05 lakh bags
have been provided. In the
letter, he urged the Centre
to fulfil the demands of the
state government so that
paddy procurement in the
state can continue.
Meanwhile, BJP leaders
claimed that the state gov-
ernment is trying to hide
the failure in procuring
paddy in the state. “Most
of the farmers of the state
are suffering in selling
their paddy at procurement
centres. The government
has done nothing for the
farmers; they are only
making mockery of pro-
curement. Thousands of
farmers are not getting a
token for paddy selling …
They are simply not pre-
pared and failed,” said
Sacchinand Upasane, a
senior BJP leader and
spokesperson.

No night curfew in Bengal on New
Year’s eve, says chief secretary

New delhi: Night curfew
will not be imposed in West
Bengal on New Year’s eve
as the situation is not that
adverse, a senior official has
said. The state government,
however, will take all pre-
cautionary measures to pre-
vent gatherings on the occa-
sion, he said. The current
situation is not conducive to
imposing a night curfew,
chief secretary Alapan
Bandyopadhyay said.

“New Year celebrations

are organised at a few
places in West Bengal. If
people abide by the Covid-
19 safety protocols and
cooperate with the police
and administration, gather-
ings can be avoided,” he
said on Wednesday. The
Ministry of Home Affairs
has permitted states and
union territories to impose
local restrictions such as
night curfew, if necessary,
to prevent the spread of
Covid-19. With a UK

returnee testing positive for
the mutant coronavirus
strain in Kolkata, the chief
secretary cautioned people
and urged them to wear
masks and maintain physi-
cal distancing. “People
must cooperate with the
administration and the
police. There will be special
assistance booths at places
like Park Street and Victoria
Memorial where a large
turnout is expected,” he
said.


