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New delhi: India and the Maldives
on Monday discussed ways to boost
the Indian Ocean archipelago’s eco-
nomic recovery amid the Covid-19
pandemic, including enhancing
tourism and speeding up develop-
ment projects. The two sides are set
to sign four memorandums of
understanding (MoUs), including
one for the grant of $100 million by
India for the $500-million Greater
Male Connectivity Project that will
link the capital Male with three
islands.

Talks in Male between visiting
foreign secretary Harsh Shringla
and his Maldivian counterpart
Abdul Ghafoor Mohamed focused
on economic recovery amid the pan-
demic. Shringla, who is on a two-
day visit, also met President Ibrahim
Solih to review bilateral ties. The
foreign secretaries discussed ways
to strengthen and deepen the multi-
faceted relationship, according to a

statement from the Maldives’for-
eign ministry. They emphasised
“recovery and resilience efforts to
curb the onset of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, including boosting tourism,
accelerating the implementation of
the ongoing development coopera-
tion projects across the Maldives,
and the means of elevating connec-

tivity and bilateral trade between the
Maldives and India”, the statement
said. The four MoUs expected to be
signed during Shringla’s visit will
cover the Greater Male Connectivity
Project, cooperation in youth and
sports affairs, setting up soil and
plant testing laboratories, and estab-
lishing a drug detox facility.

India has unveiled a slew of
measures to boost economy recov-
ery in the Maldives, where the
tourism industry has been hit hard
by the pandemic. Last month, India
provided a soft loan of $250 million
as budgetary support, and
announced a $500-million package
in August to help build the Greater
Male Connectivity Project. Besides
the $100-million grant, India will
provide a $400-million line of cred-
it for the project. The two sides also
launched a cargo ferry service con-
necting Tuticorin and Cochin ports
with Male in September to cut costs

and time taken to transport goods.
Shringla and his Maldivian coun-

terpart also discussed health and cul-
tural cooperation, human resource
development, and consular and
community affairs. Ghafoor thanked
the Indian government for its “con-
stant support and commitment” for
the development of the Maldives.
During his meeting with Solih,
Shringla discussed ways to strength-
en the bilateral partnership at a time
when the two sides are marking the
55th anniversary of formal diplo-
matic ties. The two sides also dis-
cussed ways to enhance regional
trade and connectivity, economic
cooperation, tourism and overcom-
ing the pandemic. Solih thanked the
Indian government for agreeing to
implement an air bubble between
the two countries and said increas-
ing numbers of Indian tourists had
visited the Maldives since it
reopened its borders.

India, Maldives discuss ways to boost economic recovery
New delhi: Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari on Monday
expressed his concern over
health and security of news
anchor and editor-in-chief of
Republic TV Arnab
Goswami who has been
arrested for allegedly abetting
suicide.

He spoke to the state
home minister Anil
Deshmukh to express his
concern and also asked him to
allow Goswami’s family to
see him. “Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari spoke to
Maharashtra’s Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh and
conveyed to him his concern
over the security and health of
news anchor and editor-in-
chief of Republic Media

Network Arnab Goswami.
The Governor also asked the
Home Minister to allow the
family of Arnab Goswami to
see him and to speak to him,”
the Raj Bhavan said in a state-
ment. This is not the first time
when the Governor has
expressed his concern for
Goswami to Deshmukh.

Earlier, he conveyed his

concern over the manner in
which the Republic TV chief
was arrested, the statement
said. Goswami was arrested
on November 4 from his
Lower Parel residence in con-
nection with the case of abet-
ment to suicide of interior
designer Anvay Naik who, in
his suicide note, had blamed
Goswami and two others for
his and his mother’s deaths in
2018. The Bharatiya Janata
Party has been attacking
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi
government over Gowami’s
arrest saying that it is an
attack on democracy. Most of
the senior BJPleaders includ-
ing Union home minister
Amit Shah have criticized the
MVA government.

People buy firecrackers despite the government urging public to
restrain from bursting crackers during Diwali festival in view of current
COVID-19 status, in Thane district.

Mangled remains of a vehicle after it met with an accident along the
Yamuna Expressway, in Mathura.

Captain Dishant Kataria practices for the world record of longest ramp
jump with motorbike over 65 lying people covering a distance more than

61ft, in Jabalpur.

BJP will lose in Bihar just like Trump lost in
the US, says Sena mouthpiece Saamana

New delhi: A day ahead of the
counting of votes in Bihar assem-
bly elections, Shiv Sena on
Monday said there will be a change
of power in the state, with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which is part of NDAin the state,
losing there just as Donald Trump
did in the US. Predicting NDA’s
defeat under Nitish Kumar, an edi-
torial in party mouthpiece
Saamana also slammed the BJP
over the Namaste Trump event in
February 2020, when Donald
Trump visited Ahmedabad and
Delhi, amid coronavirus pandemic. 

“Power has already changed in
America. At the same time, the
National Democratic Alliance led
by Nitish Kumar is clearly losing
in the Bihar Assembly elections.
Even though ‘Namaste Trump’
[event] was held in India, the peo-
ple of the US have bid goodbye to
Trump and have rectified their mis-

take. In Bihar, signs of a power
change are clearly visible,” the edi-
torial said.

The Sena mouthpiece added that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar
did not stand a chance before
Tejashwi Yadav and the people of
Bihar had taken it upon themselves
to bring in change. “People have
taken Bihar elections in their
hands. They did not kneel before
PM Modi and Nitish Kumar. The
crowds were soaring in Tejashwi
Yadav’s rallies. At the same time,

the country has also seen pictures
of the lukewarm response of the
crowd to PM Modi and Nitish
Kumar during their rallies,” the
editorial remarked.

It added that BJPand Janata Dal
(United) had created jungle raj but
the “People in Bihar have said
‘You leave first, we will handle
jungle raj even if it comes’” and
went on to praise the people of
Bihar and the US. The editorial
slammed the government for
spending crores in the time of a
pandemic over Namaste Trump
event in Ahmedabad earlier in
February. “It cannot be denied that
Donald Trump was invited to
Gujarat in the middle of a pandem-
ic and coronavirus spread because
of the event,” it said, adding, “Now
the people of America have ended
‘Trump’s infection’ forever.” It
added that Trump was never suit-
able for the office.

In Bihar’s Madhepura, a village mourns
solider killed in LoC clash in Kashmir

New delhi: A pall of gloom
descended in Parmanpur
village of Bihar’s
Madhepura district on
Monday morning as news
spread of the death of
Captain Ashutosh Kumar in
a gun battle with terrorists
on the Line of Control in the
Machil sector of north

Kashmir’s Kupwara on
Sunday. Three other securi-
ty personnel and three ter-
rorists were also killed in
the encounter.

Twenty four-year-old
Captain Ashutosh of 18
Madras Regiment was an
alumnus of Sainik School,
Bhubaneswar. 

Thieves steal cash, electronic items from
Se Cathedral heritage site in Old Goa

New delhi

Thieves broke into the
church complex of the
historic Se Cathedral at
Old Goa and stole cash
and other electronic
equipment, church
authorities said Monday.

No artefacts or items
of historical importance
have been reported
stolen.

“They broke into the
office section of the
church and have wiped
clean the cupboards of
cash and electronic
equipment. 

Even the CCTVcam-
era console has been
stolen,” Fr Alfred Vaz the
parish priest of Old Goa,
said.

The break-in is

believed to have taken
place on Sunday night
and was noticed Monday
morning. 

The historic church
which dates back to the
16th century is a
UNESCO world heritage
site besides also being a
site of important reli-
gious significance owing
to its designation as the
seat of the Goa
Archbishop.

The police have
pressed dog squads into
services as well as roped
in fingerprint experts to
try and identify the
thieves but said the
thieves made sure to
leave no traces and have
wiped down surfaces
they could have
touched.

Governor Koshyari expresses concern
overArnab Goswami’s health, security

New delhi: There was high
drama at the Muttuck Tea
Estate in Dibrugarh district of
Assam on Sunday after a
child, declared dead earlier,
woke up minutes before its
burial, only to die a few hours
later. Police in Lahowal
arrested a compounder of the
hospital of the tea garden on
Monday for allegedly declar-
ing the child dead without
proper verification and in
absence of a doctor. “The
sick child, a boy aged less
than one year, was taken to
the hospital where he was
declared dead by the com-
pounder. The doctor of the
hospital was absent at that
time,” said Hrishikesh
Hazarika, in-charge, Lahowal
police station. “But when the
family was about to bury the
child, it started moving. It

was then rushed to Assam
Medical College and
Hospital (AMCH), where it
was declared brought dead on
arrival,” he added. Following
the incident, dozens of tea
garden workers started
protesting against the hospital
and demanded stringent
action against the com-
pounder for declaring a living
child dead. “Maybe the child
would have survived if the
compounder hadn’t declared
him dead and the parents had
enough time to take him to a
bigger hospital. We have
lodged an FIR and arrested
the compounder Gautam
Mitra as he is not authorized
to pronounce anyone dead,”
said Hazarika. Amid the
drama, there was panic
among patients and their rela-
tives at AMCH in Dibrugarh

on Sunday night due to a fire
at the hospital’s maternity
and obstetric section. Due to
the fire, electricity supply to
some parts of the hospital
remained affected for a few
hours and patients had to be

shifted out for safety. Though
there were allegations that a
newborn child admitted at the
ICU unit for babies had died
due to disruption in power
supply, senior police officials
have ruled that out. 

Child declared dead wakes up before
burial in Dibrugarh, dies few hours later


