
Surat. From the initial days of the
Covid-19 outbreak to the present, the
demand for plasma therapy has only
gone up with the Union Health Ministry
having permitted plasma therapy for off-
label use in moderate Covid-19 patients.
Considering the constraints that come
with plasma donation, the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC) is trying
to incentivise the process wherein a
donor will be awarded an appreciation
certificate and four of their family mem-
bers could avail a free, entire body check-
up at the civic-run SVPHospital once
this year.

Since the first plasma donation in the
state in Ahmedabad on April 18 from a
24-year-old woman who had returned
from Paris and contracted the viral infec-
tion, there have been 105 donations in
Ahmedabad as of July 23, of which 60
have taken place in July. On the contrary,
Surat saw its first plasma donor on July 6
and has seen 117 people donate plasma
since. While plasma therapy was exclu-

sively administered as part of a clinical
trial in April, the Union Health Ministry
in the third week of June, as part of its
clinical management guidelines, permit-
ted plasma therapy for off-label use in
moderate patients as an investigational
therapy. The result of the clinical trial is
awaited.

There are two plasma banks in
Ahmedabad, one at BJ Medical College
and the other at Indian Red Cross Society
(IRCS). AMC-run SVP Hospital has a
tie-up with IRCS, wherein SVPHospital
pays Rs 10,000 per patient for the admin-
istrative costs incurred by IRCS. A single
donation equals to 400 ml of plasma, that
is two units of 200 ml each. Deputy
Municipal Commissioner in AMC, Om
Prakash Machra said, “There is no short-
age; we could not capitalise on this ther-
apy as it was still a part of the clinical
trial. Moreover, the awareness is present-
ly low. There is also a specific convales-
cent period, a short window when plasma
can be donated. 

Demand for plasma therapy on the rise
as hospitals await clinical trial’s result

Surat. The Gujarat
government on
Saturday decided to
suspend Gujarat
State Road Transport
C o r p o r a t i o n
(GSRTC)-run and
private bus services
to and from the dis-
trict for 10 days,
beginning Monday,
after the area wit-
nessed a steady rise
in Covid-19 cases
and fatalities. As
Gujarat neared
55,000 cases on
Saturday, 276 of the
1,081 cases added in
a single day were

from Surat, which
also reported half the
state fatalities due to
Covid-19. GSRTC
buses make a total of
1,200 trips in a day
from Surat to other
parts of the state. The
state, which has been
testing more than
13,000 samples since
July 21, going up to
nearly 15,400 on
July 23, saw 13,900
samples taken on
Saturday. As per the
government press
release, with the
Unlock 1 and 2
guidelines, the gov-

ernment buses and
private buses were
running across the
state following the
norms of social dis-
tancing and sanitisa-
tion. With cases ris-
ing in Surat, a high-
power meeting was
held in Gandhinagar
by the state transport
ministry where it
was decided to sus-
pend all the private
bus services and
GSRTC services.
Thermal screening
and antigen testing
of all passengers in
private vehicles

coming to
Ahmedabad from
Surat is also on since
three weeks. As per
the government, the
suspension will not
apply to private vehi-
cles and goods carri-
ers. The regular ST
bus services and pri-
vate bus services in
other parts of the
state will function
routinely. Surat has
been badly affected
by coronavirus post
Unlock-1 and till
date the total positive
cases in Surat is
11,969, while death

toll is 532. Sources
in GSRTC Surat said
that STbuses that ply
between Surat and
Saurashtra, from
where the city
sources its diamond
industry workforce,
in a day make 92
trips, both ways. The
ST buses that ply
from Surat to North
Gujarat and
Ahmedabad make
152 trips. STbuses
from Surat to
Godhra, Vadodara,
Bharuch , Nadiad,
Valsad make 244
trips.

Bus services suspended for 10 days in Surat from Monday

Ahmedabad: Ahead of
Bakra Eid, Ahmedabad city
police commissioner Ashish
Bhatia passed an order
under Section 144
prohibiting animal sacrifice
in public places or animal
processions in Ahmedabad
city. As per an order
released on Saturday, the
directives will be enforced
from July 27 to August 5.
Eid al Adha or Bakra Eid is
expected to fall on August 1
this year.

“It is prohibited for
anyone to kill any animal in
public as well as private
places including streets and

mohallahs where it can be
visible to the public. It is
prohibited to take out any
‘decked-up’animal as part
of procession in public
places. After the qurbani act
of Bakra Eid, it is prohibited
to throw any bones, meat or
animal remains in public
places. It is compulsory for
everyone to wear masks and
follow social distancing in
public places and it is
prohibited for anyone to spit
in public places. The
guidelines issued by the
state and Union
governments for the
Coronavirus pandemic must

be followed (sic),” read the
notification.

As per the notification
order, the communal
harmony can be disrupted if

killing of animals is visible
to the public.

“On August 1, the
festival of Bakra Eid is
going to be celebrated. As

part of celebrations, qurbani
of different types of animals
is done. If the killing is
visible to public then the
belief of people from other
communities can be hurt
leading to disruption of
communal harmony (sic),”
read the order. On Sunday
morning, a makeshift
animal market was set up at
the Ellis Bridge near
Sabarmati riverfront of
Ahmedabad where a huge
number of customers
showed up, thereby
violating social distancing
norms, leading to police and
authorities removing the

market from the spot by
afternoon.

” The Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation
(AMC) officials informed
the police that a large
number of people have
turned up at the
Ravivari/Gujari market at
Ellis Bridge and social
distancing guidelines are
being violated therefore as
per orders of the AMC
officials, the market was
vacated today. No case has
been registered,” said a
senior police official under
C division of Ahmedabad
Police.

Animal sacrifice on Bakri Eid prohibited in public places : Ahmedabad Police
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299 new COVID-19 cases register in Surat
Surat. 299 fresh cases of
COVID-19 were recorded
in Surat on Sunday, taking
the total number of cases
to 12268. Twelve persons
died due to COVID19 on
Sunday taking the total
number of deaths to 544 in
Surat. 187 patients suffer-
ing from COVID19 were
discharged from hospitals
on Sunday. 8080 patients
have been discharged from
hospital till date. 65 years
old male from Rander road
in Rander zone died due to
COVID19 at New Civil
Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. 74 years old
female from Budiya vil-
lage in Udhna zone died
during treatment at NCH
on Sunday. 59 years old

woman from Sagrampura
in the Central zone died
due to COVID19 at New
Civil Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. 55 years old male
from Parvat Patia in
Limbayat zone died due to
COVID19 at New Civil
Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. 60 years old
female from Katargam
zone died due to
COVID19 at NCH on
Sunday. 48 years old

female from Varachha
zone A died due to
COVID19 at New Civil
Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. 65 years old male
from Rander road in
Rander zone died due to
COVID19 at New Civil
Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. 74 years old
female from Budiya vil-
lage in Udhna zone died
during treatment at NCH
on Sunday. 59 years old

woman from Sagrampura
in the Central zone died
due to COVID19 at New
Civil Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. 55 years old male
from Parvat Patia in
Limbayat zone died due to
COVID19 at New Civil
Hospital (NCH) on
Sunday. Surat Municipal
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Banchanidhi Pani said that
201 cases have been regis-
tered in Surat city on
Sunday including 17 cases
in Katargam zone, 14
cases in Central zone, 9
cases in Limbayat zone, 8
cases in Varachha B zone,
30 cases in Varachha A
zone, 55 cases in Rander
zone, 21 cases in Udhna
zone and 47 cases in

Athwa zone. Pani added
that 20156 persons are in
Home Quarantine, while
70 persons are in govern-
ment facility quarantine.
2316 teams of Surat
Municipal Corporation
conducted a survey in
3301864 homes and
850489 people.

Among those tested
positive for COVID19 on
Sunday include doctors,
technicians, food cart
owners, hawkers, hand
cart owners and small
retailers. Government has
given permission to start
business, but small retail-
ers are facing a dual blow,
as they have to deal with
COVID19 scare and
bread.

Ahmedabad records one inch avg rain:
Heavy rain likely in south Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: With several areas in Ahmedabad
recording over three inches of rainfall on Saturday, the
city recorded over an inch of average rainfall the same
evening. Areas that witnessed heavy rainfall in the city
included Gota at 3.2 inches rainfall, Bodakdev (2.9
inches), Dhudheshwar (2.16 inches), Chandkehda (1.79
inches), Usmanpura (1.7 inches), Ranip (1.16 inches),
Sarkhej (1.1 inch) and Danapith (1 inch) between 5 pm
and 7 pm. Akhbarnagar underpass was closed for traffic
following heavy rainfall, while five complaints of
felling of trees were reported by the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC) control room. The
northwest zone recorded the highest of 3.41 inches rain-
fall, followed by central zone (1.68 inches), west zone
(1.39 inch) and southwest zone (1.2 inch rainfall).
Heavy rainfall occurred across the state on Saturday in
the districts of Gandhinagar, Mehsana, Kheda, Tapi,
Amreli, Surendranagar, Surat, Bharuch, Dang,
Porbandar, Sabarkantha, Devbhumi Dwarka and
Jamnagar. The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
also issued a warning of thunderstorm with lightning
and surface wind less than 40 kmph, accompanied with
heavy rain in parts of the state, till July 27.

18 fresh cases of COVID-19 recorded in D&NH
Ashwin Patel. Silvassa.
18 persons were tested
positive for COVID-19
in Dadra & Nagar Haveli
(D&NH) on Sunday.
According to administra-
tion, 232 patients have
been discharged from the
hospitals till date. Three
COVID19 patients have
been migrated to other
states, while one patient
has died due to coron-
avirus.

Six patients tested
positive are ILI
(Influenza Like Illness)
patients, while five
patients have been iden-
tified during random
screening. Three patients

are contacts of COVID-
19 patients and four
patients have travel his-
tory.

There are 171
Containment Zones in
D&NH. This includes
Bhandari ni Chawl at
Demni Road in Dadra,
Jayesh ni Chawl in
Tighra, Padmavati Vihar
in Silvassa, Balaji
Township at Amli in
Silvassa, Vikas Complex
at Tokarkhada in
Silvassa, Greenwood
Apartment at Kilvani
Naka, Triupati Nagar at
Tokarkhada, Mahendra
ni Chawl at Mori Falia in
Naroli, Opposite

Ramayan Complex at
Samarvarni, Prakash ni
Chawl at Bhurkund
Falia, Mohan ni Chawl
at Bhasta Falia, Shashav
ni Chawl at School Falia
in Baldevi, Mukesh ni

Chawl at Karad, Jayesh
ni Chawl at Athal and
Sai Dham Complex at
Amli in Silvassa.

District administra-
tion said that it has taken
a number of precaution-

ary, timely and proactive
steps to prevent spread
of COVID19 in Dadra &
Nagar Haveli (D&NH).
Administration has
formed teams of many
departments to work in
urban and rural areas.

District Panchayat is
disinfecting chawls,
shops and individual
houses in every panchay-
at of D&NH and it has
also made people aware
of COVID19. Under
IEC, district panchayat
has advised people to
stay in their homes.
Masks and sanitizers
have also been provided
to the people. The Excise

Department is also work-
ing vigorously to contain
the spread of the virus.

Hefty screening is
being done at all entry
and exit points of Dadra
& Nagar Haveli (D&NH)
to prevent spread of
COVID19. The control
room at No. 1077 / 0260-
2412500 has been acti-
vated 24x7 under the
efforts of the District
Administration of
D&NH to share informa-
tion related to
COVID19. Relief kits
are being distributed
among the needy on
behalf of the administra-
tion. 

Self-financed schools to resume online
classes from tomorrow in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: After
a three-day hiatus, the
self-financed schools in
Gujarat will resume
online education for stu-
dents from Monday. The
development comes
even as the stand-off
between the schools and
Gujarat government con-
tinues on the matter of
fee collection during the
Covid-19 lockdown
period. The Federation
of Self-Financed
Schools, Gujarat, which
claims to have more than
15,000 schools as mem-
bers, today decided to
reverse its earlier deci-
sion of putting online
learning in abeyance till
the government with-
draws its July 16 notifi-
cation. The schools asso-
ciated with the federa-
tion, cover about 27 lakh
students and 7.5 lakh
teachers.

The decision was
taken at an online meet-
ing of trustees of various
self-financed schools on
Saturday evening, said
Deepak Rajguru,
spokesperson of the
Federation. “We took the
decision to ensure that
there is no further learn-
ing loss for students
amid Covid-19 crisis,”
he said.

Many schools started
sending mobile mes-
sages to parents and stu-
dents about online class-
es resuming from
Monday. Mobile phones
of parents were abuzz
with messages from self-
financed schools on
Saturday about online
classes resuming from
Monday. This has ended
the uncertainty for many
students . In a notifica-

tion dated July 16 and
made available on
Wednesday, the state
education department
had directed self-
financed schools to not
collect fees for the lock-
down period till the
schools re-open physi-
cally. The government
has also directed schools
not to hike fees for the
academic year 2020-21.
Schools which have
already collected fees
from parents will have to
adjust them when the
schools re-open physi-
cally.

The decision has not
gone down well with
many schools and associ-
ations with the
Federation of Self-
Financed Schools,
Gujarat challenging the
government directive in
Gujarat high court.
Opposing the Gujarat
government’s order the
Association of
Progressive Schools
(AOPS) has decided to
launch a
#SaveOurSchools cam-
paign on digital plat-
forms. The campaign is
aimed to create a voice of
concern towards school
education , they said a
media statement. “We
have received tremen-
dous support from par-
ents and other sections of
the society,” said Manan
Choksi, past president of
AOPS. A large number
of parents have shown
their disagreement
towards the govern-
ment’s decision, Choksi
said. “Buoyed by their
support, we are launch-
ing a digital campaign
#SaveOurSchools,” he
added.

Govt’s 2008 serial blasts’‘bandage’
on Civil hospital’s Covid wounds

Ahmedabad: With July 26
marking the 12th year of the 2008
serial bomb blasts across
Ahmedabad which took 58 lives
and injured around 200 others,
alleged to have been carried out by
the Indian Mujahideen, the Gujarat
Information Department has
published an essay by Himanshu
Upadhyay, a personnel from the
department, hailing the Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital for its long-standing
service.

The essay, in Gujarati titled,
“When Civil hospital took the
bullet in the chest…” recalls how
from the 2001 earthquake, the 2008
serial blasts to the coronavirus
pandemic the hospital has catered
to 95 lakh patients. One of the blast

sites was also outside the trauma
centre of the Civil Hospital. “One
reason I wrote it was because
Sunday will mark the 12th year of
the incident. Plus with the Covid-
19 services (the hospital has
provided) it does well for their
brand (in public perception),“
Upadhyay said.

The article hails the service

provided during the blasts by the
then medical superintendent who is
now the officer on special duty
(OSD) at the hospital, Dr M M
Prabhakar, and the current medical
superintendent Dr J V Modi.

Principal Secretary, Health,
Jayanti Ravi said, “It would be the
18th week of Ahmedabad Civil
Hospital serving (Covid-19
patients) and it is always good to
acknowledge and appreciate the
excellent work by all.”

The hospital came under much
scrutiny during the pandemic,
including patients complaining of
delayed admission and reports of
high fatalities. In May, the Gujarat
High court equated the hospital to
“dungeons or worse”.


